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Mosquito & Vector Control & Prevention Cole County
Integrated Pest Management 
Cole County, MO, May 10, 2016–The Cole County Health Department (CCHD) actively monitors disease case reports from the Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services (DHSS) for reports of vector borne diseases, including but not limited to West Nile Virus (WNV) and Zika Virus.  CCHD also sets the Risk Category for the “Cole County Integrated Pest Management Policy”.  Currently the Risk Category for Cole County is One (1) which means there is a low probability of a human outbreak.  The Risk Category will be posted at www.colehealth.org and updated weekly.
There are four risk categories that identify the probability of a human outbreak of vector borne diseases.  Specific criteria for each category is outlined in the “Cole County Integrated Pest Management Policy”, which was adopted by the Cole County Commission in February of 2016.  The basic definitions for the risk categories are below:
	Risk Category
	Description

	0
	No adult mosquito or other vector biting activity

	1
	Low Risk- consists of one or more of the following; 
· Complaints of adult mosquito biting activity
· History of a vector\mosquito borne disease in a specific area of the county
· Current infection of WNV, Zika or other vector borne disease in animals or mosquitos

	2
	High Risk- Cole County has sustained transmission activity in birds and mosquitoes, or horse cases reported, or a human case or donated blood tests positive for a vector borne disease

	3
	Outbreak- that is in progress conditions favor continued WNV, Zika, or other vector borne disease transmission to humans, or multiple confirmed cases or positive results found in blood donations.  



In addition to CCHD monitoring disease case reports for Cole County, Cole County Public Works (CCPW) is currently treating catch basins containing water along county roads with larvacides. When feasible, CCPW and CCHD personnel take actions to eliminate mosquito habitat or enforce county ordinances to eliminate favorable conditions for mosquitos.  
Integrated Pest Management (IPM) strives to control mosquitoes and other vectors through a combination of minimizing habitat and strategic use of larvacides and insecticides.  Specific criteria and prevention methods are generally outlined in the “Cole County Integrated Pest Management Policy” which is available on the CCHD website at www.colehealth.org, under “Environmental”.   
The most effective way to reduce the mosquito population on your property is to eliminate their habitat.  Residents of Cole County should eliminate standing and stagnant water in locations such as tires, gutters, unmaintained birdbaths, tarps, and other items that trap water.  If you have tall grass, weeds, and bushes in combination with a small pool of water, you have the ideal habitat for mosquito breeding.  Eliminating these conditions alone can significantly reduce the adult biting population on your property and the surrounding area.  If you have a small pond or lagoon that holds water, consider treating with larvacides to prevent the hatching of mosquitos in these areas.  If you would like more information about this topic, please contact Brandon Rekus at Cole County Health Department or email at brekus@colecounty.org.
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